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1. What are the themes the poet is trying to convey?
One of the themes that the poets convey include self-reflection, empathy, wisdom, and hope in “An Old Lady’s Poem” and self-understanding, self-reflection, and infinite divine worth in “The Gift Wrap and the Jewel.” In each of these poems, the poets try to point out the importance of looking at someone from the inside and not the outer appearance. They also express other themes like hope and empathy as depicted in the “An Old Lady’s Poem.” The old lady appeals to the nurses to show her empathy not because she is old, but because they can understand that she was once a vibrant person just like they are. 
2. Identify felt-referents –the examples and themes that left you with the strongest feelings, impressions, or memories?
One of the themes that left me with the strongest feelings and impressions include the self-reflection in both poems. For instance, in “An Old Lady’s Poem,” the poet points out how the old lady reflects on the good things that happened to her and asserting that they are the same things that should define her even when she is old. She says, “I remember the joys, I remember the pain” (39). The same self-reflection is depicted in “The Gift Wrap and the Jewel,” where the poet points out how the persona looks at the mirror, but instead of seeing her old self, she sees herself through the good life that she lived. 
3. What has the poem taught you about yourself? About our world of nursing?
Poems have taught me that contrary to how most of us, nurses, look at the old as if they are somehow different or that they have changed by living for so long, we should see people from their inner self; through the life that they lived. As nurses, we come in contact with many patients who require our total commitment in delivering the healthcare services that they need. However, in order to provide these services, we also need to understand them the way they want like it has been depicted in the poems. 
4. What are common themes across the poems?
Some of the common themes across the poems include self-reflection and self-understanding. In both poems, the poets depict characters who desire to be seen from their inner self and not the old age that they are experiencing at the moment. The personae in both poems try to appeal to their audience that they should understand them, that at some point they were once young and lived a life of purpose. 
Discussion Board question Response #1
1. How are the postings similar or different- did you identify common themes? Were the names of your themes the same or different? Were the meanings behind the themes the same or different?
Yes, I found some of the common themes through the discussion. I only found one theme with the same name while the rest had different names. The theme of self-reflection had the same name as the two discussion posts that I read. The meaning of this theme was also the same because they all examined how the personae in the poems reflected on their lives when they were young and vibrant. However, the other themes were not the same.
2. What have you learned about trying to identify themes?
What I have learned about trying to identify the themes in the discussions is that people have different interpretations and perceptions of the same things. Just like the persona in “An Old Lady’s Poem” identified the difference in individual perception between herself and the nurses, everyone has a different way of looking at things, which influences our understanding of the events and experiences.
Discussion Board question Response #2
1. How are the postings similar or different- did you identify common themes? Were the names of your themes the same or different? Were the meanings behind the themes the same or different?
Yes, I believe that there are some common themes that I found matching with the other discussions I have read in class. For example, I discovered that the themes of self-reflection and self-understanding were common with the other discussions. Even though the authors did not use the same words, especially with the theme of self-understanding, but they managed to depict the same concept in meaning. However, the theme of self-reflection was the same in meaning. However, there are also other themes that I identified but were not common with the other discussions, including infinite divine worth, empathy, wisdom, and hope.
2. What have you learned about trying to identify themes?
What I have learned about trying to identify the themes from the other discussions is that we all have diverse viewpoints on issues, which is influenced by the way we perceive them. Since most of the themes I identified were different from the other discussions, I have learned that everyone has a unique and different way of looking at things, which influence how we understand issues.
